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Review of 201 File on U.S. Citizen 

In accordance with the DDO's notice of 9 December 1974, 

I have reviewed the 201 file on . 7] ? L rf f £J^L (surname) 

(201 number indicated below), and have determined that it can 
most accurately be categorized as. indicated below: 

1 j should be closed. 



witting collaborator . 01 Code Al. 



| 1 potential witting collaborator; date opened 

l 01 Code A2 . 

□ former witting collaborator (relationship terminated). 

01 Code A3. 

□ potential witting collaborator never contacted (security 
reasons, derogatory information). 01 Code A4. 

□ counterintelligence case (i.e., involving a foreign 
intelligence or security service). 01 Code A5 . 



j j all others. O^ode A6 
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Meeting with Priscilla Johnson, on 11 December 1562 

1* Circumstances of Meeting : Priscilla Johnson was selected as a 

lively candidate to write an article on Yevtushenko in a major U. S. 
magazine for our campaign. I took advantage of being in Boston on 11 
December for the AEWILDFIRE Board meeting to go to the 00 Office 
inquire about her. She had been an 00 source and they had a clearance 
on her for contact and debriefing. Having talked to them and explained 
that I was first interested in discussing Soviet literature with her, 
they agreed to place me in contact. Mr. Butler of the Boston 00 Office 
called Priscilla Johnson who agreed to see me almost immediately. I 
. spent approximately an hour and a half with her in her room at the 
Brattle Inn, bQ Brattle Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts where she is 'now ’ 
living. 00 informed me that she is allowed to use the Harvard -Russian 
Research Center for her own work, mainly the writing of articles and a 
book, but that she has no other official relationship to the center. ■ ; ; 

• Impressions and Assessment : Miss Johnson impressed me as being 

able, astute and conscientious, qualities that I have noted in the 
articles of hers that I have read. She is however rather nervous and 
shy, giving one the impression of a lack of self-confidence, altho ugh 
the evidence of her numerous and important Soviet contacts certainly 
indicates that she knows how to meet people and how to talk to them. 

Although concerned about making her articles accurate as to fact and 
. free from any external influence, I think she might be worked around to 
writing an article in which she genuinly believed, but which wo uld also 
further our purposes for Yevtushenko. She also has other information that 
would be well worth getting on several young Soviet writers. The great 
interest of her life is Soviet literature and pr imarily its writers. She 
is personally concerned about many of them and dedicated to the cause of 
trying to help them out. Toward the end of our interview I told her I 
would send her a photostatic copy of Taruskiye Stranitsy and also mention 
to her the forthcoming edition of Grany which will print Feneks. 



3- Ihe course of her visit to the USSR she has met a great many 
of the new writers, some of whom have confided in her significantly. 

The range of acquaintance extends from Yevtushenko on the side of the * 
notorious to some (names not mentioned) who do not publish at all hue 
to lack of official acceptance. She has had long talks with many per- 
sons in Soviet literary circles, including one of the editors of Taruskiye 
Stranitsy who described to ber the manner in which the book was published. 
Ee formerly worked on a newspaper in Kaluga, but after the book came 
out has been working in Moscow. She has talked several times with poet 
Voznesenskiy and has a copy of Voznesenskiy 1 s little collection of ncems, 
Kozayki, tfich was published in five thousand copies in Vladimir in a - 
situation very much like that under which Taruskiye Stranitsy was published 
in Kaluga. The woman who managed to get the Voznesenskiy book published 
in Vladimir is also now doing something else. Among her closer* contacts s 
in better known circles are Kazakov, and Brodskiy and Gar'oobskiy, who. 
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I think she said, are considered about the best these days. She said that 
Voznesenkiy was very pro-American and in conversations with her has been 
distinctly against the Soviet Regime. Rozhdestvenskiy had lost «n the 
reputation he ever had. Ee was considered to have completely sold out to 
the regime and to be its tool in all ways. (She annarently does not know 
how truly right she is. ) 

Yevtushenko : Miss Johnson agreed with our evaluation of 

_evtushehko, but only up to a point. She said that those in wham, she had 
the greatest faith in the USSR consider Yevtushenko to be still on their 
side of the line and think of him as a defender of their causes in 
internal literary matters at any rate. She showed me a recent Yevtushenko 
article in a Soviet magazine defending "Formalism" in poetic style from 
heavy attacks which it has been under very recently. She also cited other 
cases of Yevtushenko’s using his reputation to defend the artistic freedom 
of his less influential confreres. She was, therefore, re luc tant to 
ai-wack him all out. X did not raise the issue of her writing an article 
at our inspiration, but 'raised the general problem of whether it would not 
help to have him attacked here so that he could go back to the USSR and 
plead for greater freedom in order to continue as a effective propagandist. 
She got the idea and thought therejaight he something to it. She said 
she was going to write a series of articles for the Reporter -tnnin^n^ 
one on him and that she thought she must write only the truth, without 
defining exactly what that was to ne. 

5. Despite her statements in the paragraph above, I think that 
Miss Johnson can he encouraged to write pretty much the articles we want. 
It win require a little more contact and discussion, hut I think she 
could come around. I told her that I would send her "a photostatic copy 
of Taruskiye Stranitsy and urged her to be on the lookout for the next* 
issue of Grany. Basically, if approached with sympathy in the cause 
she considers most vital, I believe she would he interested in helning 
us in many ways. It would be important to avoid making her think that 
she was being used only as a propaganda tool and expected to write what 
she is told. I don't think she would go along with that idea at all. 

On the other hand, she is - searching for both more information and no re 
understanding of the problem of the So-Set intellectual and is conseauently 
subject to influence. 



DonfedUAMESON 
Chief, SR/CA 




